THE 


ANTIMASONIC REVIEW, 


AND 


MONMCHRGY WAGABNATE. 


Secret Monitor. 


* When Masonry, by Heaven’s decree, 
Arose from Father .ddam’s brain, 
This was the charter of fraternity, 
That secrecy shall guard the same ; 
Hail, Masonry, for ever, ever may’st thou be 
To all but us, a mystery.” 
Ahiman Rezon of New York, p, 136. 


Secret Monitor is an honorary degrec of Freemasonry, 
onferred only upon approved master masons. It does 

not count one among the degrees in regular course ; but 
tis an optional study for proficients in masonics, like 
nodern Greek ir the university, which the best scholars 
lind opportunity to acquire, while they lose no part of 
ancient Jearning. 

The analysis of this degree will be useful to show the 
manner of originating and constituting degrees. Learn- 
ing how this has been contrived in the nineteenth century, 
we shall be the better able to conceive how the first be- 
zinning of Freemasonry was contrived in the eighteenth 

entury. It was no more difficult to get up the story of 
Solomon and Hiram, A. D. 1720, than to start that of 
David and Jonathan, for a branch of the system, A. D. 
1990 
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W edo uot know the precise date and origin of the Secret 
Monitor ; whether it sprang up on this, or that side of the 
Atlantic,—before A. D. 1820, or shortly after, These are 
points of private vanity, which the modest inventor has 
sacrificed to the glory of the Order. It was enough for 
him to give birth to a new degree of the most ancient and 
honorable mystery ; and that it might have a place in the 
temple of antiquity, it must itself be accounted ancient, 
which it could not be, and acknowledge a living brain for 
its father. 

We heard of it first on this side of the Alleghany Moun- 
tains, A. D. 1825. It may have been known in Ohio, 
A. D. 1822—3, but we think not. Some affirm that it 
was known in Ohio A. D. 1825, and it was then received 
from the East, whence all light comes. 


It is supposed to 
have sprung up in Connecticut. 


The disclosures from 
the Genesee, are dark on this luminous point of the se- 
cret iniquity, whercas the Eastern States, Vermont, Mas- 


sachusetts, and Connecticut, were enjoying the beneficent 
rays of the new star in the firmament of Freemasonry, so 


early as I823—4, Happy they who now may see it, with- 
out halter, hood, or oath. 

The degree is founded on the interview between David 
and Jonathan, related in 1] Samuel, chap. xx, when Jona- 
than reported the state of Seul’s feelings toward David, 
by shooting the arrows beyond the lad who gathered them. 
{t is intended to define certain parts of masonic duty more 
precisely ; and, at the same time, to furnish a chosen few 
among the multitude of ree Masons, with the means ne- 
cessary to take an easy advantage of the rest of the 
brethren, as well as of the rest of the world, in their 
business. One interesting point in it is, the obligation to 
commit the oath immediately to memory,—to engrave its 
selfish and dishonorable principles upon the tablets of 
the heart without delay. 

The story of David and Jonathan has little to do 
with the practical part of the degree, except to give it 
dignity. It is a story vastly better chosen and adapted. 
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than the tale of Hiram Abiff; and it has the advantage of 
one age in the antiquity, and also of being true in point of 
fact. But the truth of the Bible is here perverted to sus- 
tain masonic imposture. 

The Secret Monitor is bound in the following terms: “ I 
will caution a brother Secret Monitor, by word, token, or 
sign, when I shall see him do, or about to do, or say, 
any thing contrary to the true principles of Masonry. 1 
further promise, that I will caution a brother Secret Mo- 
nitor, by word, token, or sign, when I shall see him do, or 
about to do or say, any thing contrary to his own interest, 
either buying or selling, or any other way. | further pra- 
mise, that when so cautioned, I will pause and delibe- 
rate upon the course | am about to pursue. [ further pre- 
mise, that I will help, aid, and assist a brother Secret Mo- 
nitor, by introducing him into business, sending him eus- 
tom, or any other manner in which | may cast a penny 
in his way. I further promise, that I will commit this 
obligation to memory immediately, or as soon as possibls 
consistent. All which I promise and swear, with a firm 
and steadfast resolution to perform the same; binding 
myself under no less penalty, than to have my heart 
pierced through by the arrow of an enemy ; or to be left 
alone without a friend to assist me in the day of trouble: so 
help me God, and keep me steadfast to perform the same.” 

To enable the Secret Monitor to caution his brother, 
he is entrusted with a word, and a sign, a grip, and a 
token. The word of caution is, Two are better than one. 
The word of encouragement, One is better than twa. 
‘The sign of caution is, Two fingers up. ‘The sign of en- 
couragement, One finger up. The grip is given in the 
palm of the hand, with one finger, or two, impressing the 
palm, according to the necessity of caution, or to the oc- 
casion for encouragement. ‘The token may be any m- 
vention of the moment, to signify the same idea, as, The 
arrows are beyond thee; David is better than two at a 
hargain : the arrows are on this side of thee, take them. 
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By the oath, Masons are sworn to watch for each other's 
yaterest, in all matters of bargain and sale; let other peo- 
ple take care of themselves. Should my worshipful bro- 
ther be about to do, or say, any thing contrary to his in- 
terest, in buying or selling, 1 [profanely] swear that, by 
word, token, or sign, I will caution him, under penalty of 
being pierced through the heart, by the arrow of an enemy : 
I will introduce him to business, send him custom, and, by 
any means, throw a penny in his way, under the penalty, 
(it may be,) of a knight templar’s sealed obligation, which 
1s to be twice accursed for the wilful violation of this or 
any other masonic duty whatsoever ! 

This is an honorary degree, conferred on the chosen 
masters of Freemasonry. ‘To make it common, where a 
great proportion of the community are master masons, 
would cut off much of the plunder from the gamesters. 
The Secret Monitor must be very select, in order that the 
selfish provision for helping each other to an advantage, 
in buying and selling, may be the more profitable, divided 
among a few. This is esteemed “a beautiful degree” by 
the mystics ; we have heard respectable men speak of it 
with singular approbation. In our view, it is “ beautiful” 
to illustrate the true spirit of Freemasonry, a spirit seen 
im all its degrees, but shining without a cloud, in this ho- 
norary distinction of the order. 

The men who maintain the innocence of the first three 
degrees, and give up the rest of the fifty to the condem- 
vation of the public, may attempt to exculpate the order 
from the reproach of this selfish branch of Freemasonry, 
upon the ground, that it is a scion, surreptitiously ingrafted, 
and not the natural growth of the tree. 

This deserves our consideration. If Freemasonry be 
itself a good tree, with grafts of evil, we may cut off 
the evil grafts, and Jet the good tree stand. But if the 
Secret Monitor, and the degrees of the Chapter, Encamp- 
ment, and Councils be natural branches, and not grafts, 
then most men will allow, even among the defenders of 
Masonry, that the tree itself is bad. that the axe ought to 
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be laid at the root, and not at the branches, and that the 
whole, both stem and branch, should be cast into the 
fire. 

What is the essential difference between the stem, and 
the branches? ‘To answer correctly, we analyze them, and 
find no essential difference. 

They both spring out of falsehood, but the branch, later 
in time than the stem, which is natural. 

They are both of the same dark colour, of the same 
mystical form, and of the same peculiar odour. They 
alike threaten death to destroyers, and imprecate violence 
upon wilful violators ; they are alike wrapped up with an 
oath, and barbed with the tyler’s sword ; and they cherish 
the brethren in the same spirit of selfishness: which is 
altogether natural. 

Unless there is a singular liking between the parts, we 
can always mark the precise point of junction between the 
graft and the tree. The Secret Monitor and the degrees 
of the Chapter, &c., do not discover any rupture, or sign 
of violence on the stem of the first three degrees. Neither 
scar nor wound marks the place of their union. They 
push up, expanding ; they blossom and bear fruit, the more 
heaven daring, the higher it grows. There is nothing m 
the outward appearance, nothing in the inward texture, 
nothing in the juices or the fruit of the one, different from 
the other. They are the same tree. It becomes those 
who say that the branches are grafts, and not natural 
branches, to point out the difference ; it becomes them to 
show us the signs of their being grafts, and to cut them 
quickly away ; or, otherwise, to join with us in levelling 
the whole tree with the ground. “ Every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down and cast into 
the fire. For by theix fruits ye shall know them.” 
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The Pocket Companion, and History of Freemasonry ; 
containing their Origin, Progress, and Present State ; 
an Abstract of their Laws, Constitutions, Customs, 
Charges, Orders, and Regulations, for the Instruction 
and Conduct of the Brethren. A Confutation of Dr. 
Plot’s False Insinuations ; an Apology, occasioned by 
their Persecution in the Canton of Berne, and in the 
Pope’s Dominions. And a select number of Songs, 
and other Particulars, for the use of the Society. Per 
Bonam Famam et Infamiam. Loudon, A. D. 1774, 

By J. Scott. Dedicated to Gr, Master Lord Carysfort. 


The preface declares that the history and records of the 
fraternity had become so corrupted in manuscript, by the 
ignorance of transcribers, that it was thought expedient, 
A. D. 1723, to prevent this, in future, by printing the 
history and const:tutions. This was done by Dr. Anderson, 
at the request of the grand lodge of London. His Con- 
stitutions were revised by the grand lodge, and reprinted, 
A. D. 1738, under the superintendance of Dr. Anderson; 
but not being perfect, this Pocket Companion comes to 
supply deficiences. Anderson’s Constitutions being the 
first printed book upon Freemasonry, in any language, 
and Scott’s Pocket Companion being the next following 
authentic volume, acknowledged by masons, in the English 
language, and both lying before us, we will compare their 
story.— 

They agree that the Mystery of Freemasonry began on 
the day of creation, or, as Anderson says, “ A. M. 1 ;” 
Dr. Anderson’s chap. 1 is headed, “ From the creation, to 
Grand Master nimrop ;” it contains four pages ; which is 
too smal! a compass for a very particular account of the 
garden of Eden, and of the flood, with the events of six- 
teen centuries between. Scott gives eight pages to this 
part of the history of Freemasonry, and a particular ac- 
count of the creation. Seeing that Freemasonry was care- 
ful to remember the history of creation for the benefit of the 
craft, and first to publish it after fiftv-seven centuries, for 
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the common good, it would be ungrateful not to make one 
extract from her account in the words of Mr. Scott :— 

“ When the Fiat for light was given, the dull, heavy, 
and terrene parts of matter, which overclouded the ez- 
pansum, obeyed the Almighty’s command, and began to 
range into form and order, Some subsided to the centre 
of the earth, but the lucid and fiery particles, ascending 
higher separated the light from the darkness, which be- 
came more lucid and serene by the work of the second 
day, when the weters were drawn off from the chaos, and 
dismissed to their several orbs and stations.” Pocket 

Jompanion, p. 2. We had the fact before, “ anp THERE 
WAS LIGHT,” but we are indebted to Freemasonry for the 
details. 

The next step of the renowned historians reaches fron 
the fleod to the building of Solomon’s temple, which dis- 
tance Anderson makes in six pages, and Scott in eight. 
Here we acknowledge again our indebtedness to the He- 
rodotus of Freemasonry, for making us acquainted with 
the grand master of the grand lodge at Babel, nimrop, and 
with all the grand officers of the lodge in the wilderness : 

Moses, G. M., 

Joshua, D. G. M., 

Aholiab and ? Gr 

Bezaleel, 5 
See Anderson's Cons., p. 8. 2d Ed. 

‘* Joshua succeeded to the direction, with Caleb as de- 
puty, and Eleazar with his son Phineas, grand wardens. 
Idem, p. 9. From these venerable historians of Freema- 
sonry, we learn about our grand master, brother Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and our most worshipful brother, Herod the 
Great, and brother Julius Caesar. Ex-masons cannot fail 
to be impressed with their loss of close relationship to such 
exalted spirits. To be only a cousin to a king, would be 
great; how much more to be a brother! 

This brother Herod is not that one, who for his oath’s 
sake, murdered St. John, but another, who endeavoured, 
by butchering all the children under two years of age in 


and Wardens. 
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Bethlehem, to slay the Messiah. This fact the masonic 
historians find it unnecessary to record;—but Herod's 
wardens have a place in the history of Freemasonry, viz., 
Hillel and Shammai. One thing we regret, that the 
wardens of so eminent a grand master as Pythagoras, have 
not a name on the tablets of Masonry: nay, we do not 
find in either of these ancient records, the least presump- 
tion that our right worshipful brother Pythagoras had any 
wardens ; and it is fair to presume, that he governed his 
grand lodge in some other way. 

J. Scott, having traced the universal history of the most 
ancient and honorable society, from A. M. 1, to A. D. 
1561, through a period of 5561 years, commences, p. 65, 
the history of Masonry in Britain: “ Chap. 1, from the 
earliest tradition to the Norman conquest.” In this, he 
closely follows his predecessor, Anderson, who finishes the 
universal history, p. 54, and begins the history of Masonry 
in Britain, from the time of Julius Cesar “ GRAND MASTER 
of the Roman Republic,” p. 55. The first point in English 
history, which these Free Masons make worthy of our 
notice, is, that st. aLBaN, Proto Martyr in Britain, under 
Dioclesian, A. D. 290, built a “ stone wall” around Verulam, 
(now St. Alban’s in Hertfordshire,) and also a palace in 
the town. Moreover, “ St. Alban loved masons well, and 
cherished them much, and made their pay right good, viz., 
two shillings a week, and three-pence to their cheer ; where- 
as before that time, through all the land, a mason had but 
a penny a day, and his meat. He also obtained of the 
king a charter for the Free Masons, to hold a general 
council, and gave it the name of assembly, and was thereat 
himself, as GRAND MASTER, and helped to make Masons, and 
gave them good charges and regulations.” Scott, p. 70; 
and Preston, p. 131 and 280. Anderson adds to this ex- 
tract, p. 57, in the margin, ‘ This is asserted by all the old 
copies of the constitutions, and the old English Masons 
firmly believed it,” We take this for a modest confession 
that the old English Masons did not “ firmly believe” the 
rest of his idle tales; and, if this be believed, it asserts only 
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that St. Alban built works which employed masons, 
and paid them generously at the rate of money in those 
times. As to his being Grand Nincompoop of Jubela, 
‘lo, “lum, masonry, it is not credible. 

The two historians together, brush over the next follow- 
ing 500 years, with little ceremony. Dr. Anderson stops by 
the way to tell, that four hundred years after St. Alban, 
Ethelbert of England “ sent to cHARLES MARTEL, the right 
Worshipful Grand Master of France,” for some expert 
masons, A. D. 710; “which,” he adds, “is strongly 
asserted by the old Constitutions, and firmly believed by 
the old English masons,” as before. ‘They do not pre- 
tend, however, to give any further quotation, or authority, 
for any fact stated, until A. D. 924, when they copy from 
‘all the old Constitutions,” free from any encumbrance 
of date or place, book, chapter, or page, an account of 
the revival of Masonry, under King Athelstan. “ The 
ancient records of the brethren were many of them de- 
stroyed, or lost, in the wars of the Saxons and Danes ;” 
and the king sent to France for masons to begin the 
lodge-work anew. His brother Edwin purchased of the 
king, “a charter for the masons to have a correction 
among themselves,” which was a power to settle their 
own disputes, in their own way, and “to hold a yearly 
communication, and general assembly.” 

“That, accordingly, Prince Edwin summoned all the 
masons in the realm, to meet him at York, A. D, 926, 
where they came and composed a Grand Lodge, of which 
he was Grand Master ; and having brought with them al! 
the old writings and records of the craft, extant, some in 
Greek, some in Latin, some in French, and some in other 
languages, from the contents thereof, that assembly ¢id 
frame the Constitutions and Charges of an English Lodge, 
made a law to observe and preserve the same, *! all time 
coming, and ordained good pay for the working masons.” 
Scott, p.'74, Anderson, p. 64. Prestra, p. 281. 

In 
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The Yorkmos, or * the ancient York Masons,” date 
their origin from this era.* They believe that Edwinf as 
certainly held a Grand Lodge at York, A. D. 926, as that 
Solomon held a Lodge in the temple; (and if that is not 
true, the main timbers of Freemasonry are rotten.) They 
believe it: and, with the explanation which our know- 
ledge of William St. Clair’s Lodge, at Kilwinning, fur- 
nishes, it is not incredible that a prince, as a judge, there 
decided the disputes of operative masons, in relation to 
their contracts, and to their work. But that men entered 
his judgment hall, or, (if masons choose,) his Grand 
Lodge, with a pass word, a sign, and a grip, is too ridicu- 
lous to be received on questionable authority. 

A lapse in the history, of four hundred and twenty-four 
years, from the Grand Lodge of Edwin, at York, to the 
Statute of Laborers, A.D). 1350, in the reign of Edward 
IIL, has not a fact, on authority, sufficient to arrest the 
attention of an inquirer. ‘That Statute does not gain their 
notice. They pass it by, to speak in a glorious strain, of 
the rules and regulations adopted by the Grand Lodge, 
A. D. 1357, for the benefit of the craft. ‘These, if genuine, 
befit only operative masons in a half civilized age. There 
are five rules copied, and the fourth begins: “ Entered 
Apprentices, at their making, shall be charged not to be 
thieves, or thieves maintainers.”—Scott, p. 77. Pres- 
ton, p. 286. 

In the third year of Henry VI., and the fourth of his 
age, Parliament passed the Statute, entitled: “ Masons 
shall not confederate in Chapters, or Congregations.” [t 
commences in these words : “ Whereas, by the yearly con- 
gregations and confederacies, made by the masons in their 
general assemblies, the good course and effects of the 
Staute of Laborers is openly violated and broken, in 
subversion of the law, and to the great damage of all the 
commons ;*__and concludes with making it felony to meet 


* See Preston, p. 2m 


t Edwin was then but ~ poy, and the whole stcry is probably fabulous 
See Preston, p. 284, for the aurenritier 
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in such chapters and congregations thereafter. Coke, in 
his Institutes, Part 3, folio 99, says: “ All the Statutes 
concerning laborers, before this act, and whereunto this act 
doth refer, are repealed by the Statute Sth of Elizabeth.” 
See Scott, p. 80. Anderson, p. 74. Preston, p. 291. 

Scott notices another fact, in the reign of Henry VI., 
on the authority of an old manuscript record of William 
Molart, Prior of Canterbury, viz : that Thomas Stapylton 
was the Master, and John Morris Warden, of the Lodge 
of Masons. Now, if this Lodge was the Company of 
I‘reemasons, in Basinghall street, London, the record is 
plain: but if it means any other Lodge, William Molart, 
or some other, is bound to specify it—See Anderson, 
p. 75. Preston, p. 290. 

Another record, quoted p. 24, of this volume, speaks of 
the Freemasons’ Company, and their arms. As copied 
by Scott, p. 81, and by Anderson, p. 75, it adds, that their 
charges and rules had been revised and approved by 
Henry VI. But we know that the arms belong to the 
stone masons, in Basinghall street, and the charges belong 
with the arms: so that account is proved to belong to the 
Freemasons’ Company, London.—See Preston, p. 296. 

The next tale of wonder is, that Queen Elizabeth, jea- 
lous of the mystery, sent Lord Sackville, with an armed 
force, to break up the Grand Lodge, sitting at York, A. D. 
1561; but the masons initiated him; he pacified the 
queen, and the society flourished afterward, under the 
royal favor.—See Scott, p. 82. Anderson, p. 81, in the 
margin, adds: * This tradition was firmly believed by all 
the old English masons.” 

This was two years before the enactment of the statute 
respecting laborers, in the Sth year of Elizabeth. The 
men who record the facts, give the same authority for 
them, that they give for Adam’s being a Freemason ; and, 
therefore, we are obliged ‘to receive their account with 
some qualification. Suppose Lord Sackville did go, by 
the queen’s command, to break up the annual communi- 
eation at York. it was to enforee the statute of laborers 
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ugamst the congregation of masons assembled at York, 
in violation of that statute. The measare originated um 
the queen's jealousy of a combination to favor the price 
of masons’ wages ; and not in jealousy of the mystery of 
Hiram Abiff:—for, as yet, we have seen no proof of the 
existence of the white-aproned Order. 

Inigo Jones is next conjured up by the historians of 
Masonry. He was a great architect, the most dis- 
iinguished that England has preduced, except Sir Chris- 
topher Wren. He superintended the public buildings for 
James ]. and Charles I.; an office very different from pre- 
siding in king Solomon’s chair, over the cable-towed 
Fraternity—Sce the Biography of Inigo Jones, m the 
different Encyclopedias. 

Hitherto, Freemasonry gives no evidence, either of be- 
ing, or of being about to be. All her documents are 
proof against the existence of the mystic brotherhood, in 
any shape. We acknowledge the existence of masons, 
iree masons, and free men of the masons :—meaning by 
these terms, mechanics, men employed in operative ma- 
sonry. and no others. There is not a shadow of proof, 
that they possessed, or that they pretended to possess any 
mystery, but their trade, which, in the quaint language of 
the 16th century, was commonly called, with tailoring 
and shoemaking, both “‘a mystery” and “a science.” 
But with Elias Ashmole, who is next brought upon the 
stage, appearances change. This was a noted man, 
“born May 23, 1617, a little after three in the morning, 
as he himself informs us.”* In 1645, his mind took a 
strong turn to astrology. In the following year, he was 
made a Frecmason :—not initiated, passed, and raised to 
the sublime degree of a master mason, but made a fellow- 
craft.—See Scott, p. 84; Anderson, p. 100, and Preston, 
p- 297. The only explanation given of this, is found in 
an extract of his diary, quoted by Preston, p. 297, as 
follows: “ March 10th, 1682, about 5 o’clock P.M., I 
received a summons to appear at a Lodge, to be held 


* Biog. Brit. 
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uext day, at Masons’ Hall, in London. March 11.—Ae- 
cordingly, | went: and were admitted into the fellowship 
of Freemasons,—Sir William Wilson, knight, Captain 
Richard Borthwick, Mr. William Woodman, Mr. William 
Gray, Mr. Samuel Taylor, and Mr. William Wise. I was 
the senior fellow among-them, it being thirty-five years 
since | was admitted. There were present, besides my- 
self, the fellows afternamed: Mr. Thomas Wise, Master 
of the Masons’ Company, this present year; Mr. Thomas 
Shorthose, and seven more old Freemasons. We all 
dined at the half moon tavern, Cheapside, at a noble 
dinner, prepared at the charge of the new accepted 
masons.” — Preston, p. 298. : 

This smacks of Freemasonry, especially the dinner, 
provided at the expense of the newly accepted brethren. 
However, the meeting was in the Hall of the London 
Company; and the Master of that Company, is the first 
named, among those whe accepted the new brethren. 
Not a word is said of any master mason, except the mas- 
ter of the Masons’ Company :—the rest were fellows. 
We hear nothing of any mystery, or secret, or antiquity ; 
points which the curious Mr. Ashmole would not be likely 
to overlook in his minutes, had they been presented to his 
notice in the Lodge, or at the dinner. We attach impor- 
tance to this consideration. He was a very whimsical 
man, noting the precise time of his birth, “ a little after 
three in the morning ;” the hour of his invitation to the 
Lodge, “about 5 o'clock P. M.,” and the names at 
length, of all the accepted brethren, not forgetting the 
noble dinner at the half moon tavern. This was the 
character of the man. He delighted in antiquities and 
mysteries, and gloried in old manuscripts and fabulous 
legends. He practised astrology; he was the particular 
friend of William Lully, the fortune teller ; he professed 
alchymy, and published more than once to the world, 
that he had possession of the philosopher’s stone, whose 
wonderful properties turn base metai to gold, and change 
the dross into fine silver! It were incredible. that a man 
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of his learning, wealth and experience, could have been 
so simple, did not his writings show, and his biographers 
unanimously attest it. We do not think that such a man 
would have exposed the mystery of Freemasonry: he 
would have made the most of it. If his Lodge had pos- 
sessed any claim to peculiar secrets, or antiquity, he was 
the man to have boasted of it; and his Lodge having no 
such claim, and making no such pretension, he was the 
very man, of all others, to begin that work of Masonry : 
to sound the first glorious note of “ Grand Master Nim- 
rod,” and * Worshipful Brother Solomon.” But Free- 
mason, as he was, forty-six years of his life, and writing 
voluminously for the press, and for his own diary, not a 
syllable is quoted from any production of his pen, to 
show that Freemasons, in his day, were any other than 
the stone masons, to this day, continue to be, viz: the 
social company of London Mechanics, occasionally ad- 
mitting a professional gentleman into their society. 

Mr. Ashmole died A.D. 1692. He was a famous 
man,—we shall notice him again. He was the last of 
the Rosicrucians. He is the first accepted mason claimed 
by Professor Robison, and was as likely to infuse the 
spirit of the rosicross philosophy, mystery, and delusion, 
into the companies of working masons, as any man living, 
This spirit began to appear, perhaps, before his death, 
among operative masons. But there is no evidence that 
it took its present Constitution and form of body, until 
the union of the four tavern clubs of working masons, in 
London, June 24, 1717. 

We omit the history from the days of Ashmole, to the 
first trouble with Freemasonry in Holland. There are 
points in the interim, capable of receiving more light, 
than we can now throw upon them. Whence the story 
of Hiram Abiff originated, how it may have been cir- 
culated among operative masons in the latter part of the 
16th century, in what shape it was communicated, be- 
fore it assumed that of three degrees, in the London 
rand Lodge. A. D. 1717, are topies yet to be more fully 





No. 3.| FREEMASONRY. 79 


investigated. We do not suppose that so great a bag of 
wind was filled in one day, 24th June, 1717. The men 
had been growing, and the materials had been ripening, 
to set up Freemasonry, some time before Mr. Anthony 
Sayer’s Grand Lodge gathered in the Appletree Tavern. 
We have the fact, on the authority of a responsible name, 
that a wild and incoherent mystery was common among 
operative masons, in one county of England, in 1690, 
We have this in a quotation made by J, Scott. The 
origina! work we wish to obtain: but, as quoted by Mr. 
Scott, it does not shake the date of Freemasonry, already 
assumed in this work. 

The United States of North America existed in the 
torm of colonies, previous to the declaration of Indepen- 
dence ; but the era of the Republic, called the United 
States, is A. D. 1776: so the jargon and mystery of Free- 
masonry existed in embryo, among operative masons, 
some years before it assumed its present shape, or ex- 
ercised its present mode of government, or appeared in 
any way among men, as a social, benevolent, or exalted 
Society. All the boasted Freemasonry of the earth, so 
far as our means enable us to judge, came from, and 
can be, by masonic books, traced directly to the Granp 
Lopce or Lonpon, constituted in the Appletree Tavern, 
and to other Grand Lodges, formed upon the model of 
that Mother of Lodges. 

The traditions of the craft assure us, that the principles, 
grand secret, and some of the elements of the mystery, exe 
isted before the time of king Solomon; and that he, with 
the aid of our Grand Masters, Hiram, king of Tyre, and 
Hiram Abiff, reduced the whole to the present system of 
Freemasonry. Anno Domini 1717, is the true era of the 
masonic temple, when the mysteries and ceremonies of a 
previous age, were prepared in the present form of the 
Lodges, and were first diffused over the earth in the name 
of Freemasonry. We pass by the preparatory steps, and 
the particulars of the first work, until we have been able 
to procure more books, and further light. 
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One of the first places to which London Freemasonry 
should go, in emigrating to possess the earth, is Holland. 
Captain George Smith, in a chapter entitled “ History 
and Antiquity of Freemasonry in Holland,” begins thus :— 
“ Freemasonry is, without doubt, of very ancient standing 
in the Netherlands ;—but, we can only inform our readers, 
that the royal art was very flourishing there in the year 
1725, and continued so until the year 1735, when the 
States-General was the first among the powers of Europe, 
who took notice of the Freemasons.” 

Anno Domini 1731, Francis, duke of Lorraine, afterward 
emperor of Germany, was admitted an entered appren- 
tice, and raised to the degree of a fellow-craft, at a Lodge 
in Hague, where Philip, earl of Chesterfield, was present. 
Anderson, 129; Preston, 181. The earl was made 
a Freemason, at the age of 27, A. D. 1721, under the 
duke of Montague. Pocket Compamon, p. 97. He went 
to Holland, as English Ambassador, A. D. 1728, and re- 
sided there five years; which accounts for the prosperity of 
Freemasonry, at that time, in the Netherlands, It is cer- 
tainly true, that the government of Holland, A. D. 1735, 
first on earth, noticed the existence of Freemasonry. The 
Pocket Companion is Captain Smith’s authority for this 
fact. We extract the whole passage from the latter work. 

“The States-General of the United Provinces, was 
the first among the powers of Europe, who took notice 
of the Freemasons; for, finding that they held their 
chapters, or congregations, in almost every town under 
their government, they began to be exceedingly alarmed, 
as it was judged impossible that architecture could be 
the only motive of holding such assemblies. Under this 
persuasion, the states published an edict in the year 1735, 
in which they ordained, that, although they had not disco- 
vered any thing in the behaviour, or practices of the Fra- 
ternity, contrary to the peace of the republic, or to the 
duty of good subjects, they were resolved, nevertheless, in 
order to prevent any bad consequences that might ensue, 
that the congregations, assemblies. or lodges of the Free- 





No. 3.] HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY. $1 


masons, should be entirely abolished. Far from blaming 
the conduct of these wise republicans, it will be found to 
accord with the policy of their government, ever remark- 
ably suspicious of all new or secret assemblies: besides, at 
that time, they knew no better, for they had not a clear and 
distinct knowledge of the harmless nature, and of the end 
and design of the Fraternity; who, at this time, were hold- 
ing their lodges under the sanction of the Grand Master of 
England, and were rapidly spreading all over Europe, un- 
der the same great authority.”— Pocket Com. p. 245. 

Nothing can be plainer than this, that in 1735, lodges 
of Masons were opening in every town of Holland; that 
they were a new thing; that they held their charters of 
the Grand Lodge of London; and that lodges were ra- 
pidly spreading all over Europe, under the authority of 
that same Grand Lodge. This is stated in the very words 
of the * Pocket Companion and History of Freemasons, 
containing their origin, progress, and present state, print- 
ed in London, 1754: but that part of the history, from 
which this is extracted, is a work entitled “ An Apology 
for the Free and Accepted Masons,” translated from the 
French, by a brother, and printed at Frankrort, 1748, 
only thirteen years after the events of which it treats had 
transpired. From the same “ Pocket Companion,” and 
‘Apology for the Freemasons,” we make further impor- 
tant extracts :-— 

* FRANCE, in the year 1737, followed the example of 
Holland, Although many of the greatest personages in 
that kingdom had defended the lodges of Masons, and 
interested the Court in their behalf, yet they were decreed 
to the same fate, as in the United Provinces, by reason 
that, under the pretence of the inviolable secrets of their 
Order, they might cover some dangerous design, which 
might in the end be to the disadvantage, not only of reli- 
gion, but of the kingdom’s peace. But these days have 
been: at this time, none are so scrupulous, in regard to 
Masonry, as they were some years ago.— Pocket Compe- 
nion, p. 2A5. 
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Good had it been for France, to have continued and 
increased her jealousy of Freemasonry. Then the pre- 
tence to Masonic secrecy, would not have covered the 
influx and diffusion of designs destructive both to the es- 
tablished religion, and to the civil government of the 
kingdom. Then the pupils of Voltaire had been destitute 
of universal and fit lecture rooms: and then, too, Mira- 
beau, Dante, and Robertspiere, might have sought in vain 
for instruments to accomplish their treasonable, selfish, 
and bloody designs, which the secret Lodges, by the train- 
ed disciples of the duke of Orleans, Most Worshipful 
Grand Master, put confidently into their hands. 

It makes the patriot shudder to view the headlong race 
of our own beloved country, in the mystery of Freema- 
sonry. Americans are men liable to the frailties of human 
nature. Itis not only Frenchmen, who are capable of 
corruption in principle. The same degree of cold in 
America and France, marks the point at which water 
freezes; and the same schools of immorality, which poi- 
soned every fountain of sound principle, in the agony of 
French Jacobinism, with equal certainty, will, and do, 
poison the pure fountains of American liberty. How has 
the falsehood grown! the imposture strengthened itself! 
the pander fattened upon the time, and innocence of the 
unsuspecting! How has the pride of Freemasonry in- 
creased, its impiety swollen, its offences multiplied, and 
its murderous arm been stretched out! Not before, but 
since the lesson of suffering France; not among a blind 
populace, but in enlightened Columbia; not in degraded 
Africa, but in free America! And when we attack the 
deceiver, do not friends, warn us to be still; warn us that 
our business will suffer; that our lives are in danger, and 
that our character is lost and ruined? Has it come to this? 
Is an honest reputation sunk by speaking truth, to the 
shame of Freemasonry? Must the public press be tongue- 
tied, and the efforts of freemen he pitifully calumniated, 
in favour of Freemasonry? Must official power be used, 
and the influence of the government be bent to support 
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this cup of madness, sweetened with folly ; that it may be 
most respectfully presented, with all its curses and its 
oaths, to the lips of the rising generation? ‘The yeomen 
of five states, with loud voices, already say, ‘‘ No!” and 
this is but the first rumbling of the earthquake, that will 
tumble the pillars of the mystic temple to the earth :—let 
ali, who would not share the fate of Philistia’s lords, escape 
and look not behind. 

The next document furnished by the histories of Free- 
masonry, to show the notice taken of the Order, by the 
governments of Europe, is the papal bull of Clement 
XII., dated at Rome, April 28th, 1738. It is manifest, 
without argument, that a fraternity withholding secrets 
from the Roman priesthood, under an oath, is in direct 
opposition to that church; and the fraternity could be 
extensive and common, within the realm of that church, 
but a very short time, before their natural hostility would 
break out in overt acts. Freemasonry ts a heresy to the 
Catholic Church, of the most insidious form. It is, and 
has ever been so regarded by the guardians of that 
church ; and that their watchful eye caught not a glimpse 
of this adversary, before A.D. 1738, is one cf the most 
concise and satisfactory proofs of the very recent origin 
of vain-glorious Freemasonry. 

The pope speaks of the society as a new thing: but its 
dangerous character he well understood. “It has come 
to our knowledge,” he says, “ even from public report, 
that certain societies, companies, meetings, assemblies, 
clubs, or conventicles, commonly called De Liberi Mara- 
tori, or Freemasons, or by whatsoever other name the 
same, in different languages, are distinguished, spread far 
and wide, and are every day increasing ; in which persons 
of whatever religion or sect, contented with a kind of af- 
fected show of naturai honesty, confederate together in a 
close and inscrutable bond, according to laws and orders 
agreed upon between them ; which, likewise, with private 
ceremonies, they enjoin and bind themselves, as well by 
strict oath, taken on the bible, as by the imprecation of 
heavy punishments, to preserve with inviolable secrecy. 
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* We, therefore, revolving in our mind the great mis- 
chiefs which generally accrue from this kind of societies, 
or conventicles, not only to the temporal tranquillity of 
the state, but to the spiritual health of souls; and that, 
therefore, they are neither consistent with civil nor ca- 
nonical sanctions, since we are taught by the divine 
Word, to watch, like a faithful servant, night and day, 
lest this sort of men break, as thieves, into the house, and, 
like foxes, endeavour to destroy the vinevard ; lest they 
should pervert the hearts of the simple, and privily shoot 
at the innocent; that we might stop up the broad way, 
which from thence would be laid open for the perpetration 
of their wickedness with impunity, and for other just and 
reasonable causes, to us known, we do condemn and pro- 
hibit the same societies,” &c. The specifications of aid- 
ing, abetting, and countenancing these societies, are nu- 
merous and accurate. The terror of the penalty, shows 
the importance of catholic obedience: “ All that act con- 
trary thereto, incurring excommunication, ipso facto, 
without any other declaration; from which no one can 
obtain the benefit of absolution, from any but us, or the 
Roman Pontitf, for the time being, except at the point of 
death.”"— Pocket Companion, p. 250. The arguments are 
republican ; but our penalty is excommunication from 
public office. 

This was followed on the 14th day of January succeed- 
ing, by a decree of the Cardinal Firrao: “ Whereas such 
societies, meetings, and conventicles, are not only sus- 
pected of heresy, but are even dangerous to public peace, 
and the safety of the state; since, if they did not contain 
matters contrary to orthodox faith, to the state, and to the 
peace of the commonwealth, so many and strict ties 
of secrecy would not be required ;” ordered, that death 
and confiscation be the punishment of all who maintain 
them.—Our reasoning is the same, but-our remedy is the 
ballot-box. 

Qur author, in this history of the Freemasons, goes on 
to say—* None can be ignorant, that after the example of 
France and Holland, the Swiss cantons received the Ma- 
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sons among them, and afforded them treatment equal to 
their merit.”—p. ‘258, 

The Swiss, following the example of France and Hol- 
land, received Freemasonry with avidity. It was not from 
antiquity among them, but the fame of it came to them, 
from London, through the intermediate countries, France 
and Holland ; and the Grand Lodge of England, Anno 
Domini 1737, (the earl of Darnley, Grand Master,) grant- 
ed a warrant “ to George Hamilton, Esq.,to be Provincial 
Grand Master of Geneva,—Anderson’s Constitutions, p. 195. 
Preston, p. 187. This was their mode, to appoint some 
gentleman, in a far country, their deputy ; to confer upon 
the natives the sublime trick of picking pockets, under 
pretence of an ancient and excellent mystery, securing to 
themselves the acknowledgment of supremacy, with a 
bonus, in the form of an annual present of tribute money. 
In that same year, Captain Richard Riggs, was appointed 
Provincial Grand Master of New York ; Pocket Comp. p. 
114, as, the year previous, Robert Tomlinson, Esq. was 
appointed to be Provincial Grand Master of New England ; 
and John Hammerton, the same for South Carolina.— 
Anderson and Scott. 

Eight years after the appointment of a deputy Grand 
Master at Geneva, the Lodges of Freemasons were so 
multiplied in Switzerland, that the government of the 
canton of Berne became justly alarmed, and, after the 
example of Holland, France, and Rome, forbade their 
assemblies and arts, by a severe edict. It is instructive to 
find, that the nations of Europe, by their governments, 
first took notice of Freemasonry for causes similar to those 
which, at present, alarm the sovereigns of this blood- 
bought soil; and that they prefaced their edicts against 
the secret Order, with the same arguments, which are the 
acknowledged principles of American Antimasonry. The 
republic of Holland, the kingdom of France, the hierarch 
of Rome, and the republican canton of Berne, by their 
statutes, accord with the yeomanry of New York, and of 
the United States of North America, in the resolution to 
extirpate Freemasonry from their soil; but the mystery 
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has overrun each of those governments in Europe, except 
the pope’s,—and it hopes to succeed equally well with 
American Antimasonry ; future generations may crown the 
victor, but this generation must fight the battle. When 
Freemasonry conquers, truth dies: but immortal truth will 
prevail, 

For the gratification of our readers, we copy the ordi- 
nance of the Swiss canton entire :— 


We, the advoyer, the little and great council of the city and 
republic of Berne, make known to all men by these presents ; 
having learned thata certain society, called Free masons, spreads 
itself every day more and more into all the cities and towns un- 
der our government ; and that the persons who have joined the 
said society, are received under various solemn engagements, 
and even by oath: wherefore, having seriously reflected upon 
the consequences thereof, and considered that such meetings 
and associations are directly contrary to the fundamental laws 
and constitutions of our country, and in particular to the pro- 
tection required on our part to discountenance any assemblies 
under our government, without our knowledge and express per- 
mission: moreover, it has appeared to us, that if an effectual 
remedy was not immediately taken, the consequence of that 
neglect might be dangerous to the state For these reasons, 
and through our paternal affection, as much for the public good 
as the private advantage of all our citizens and subjects, we 
have found it absolutely necessary to dissolve and totally abolish 
the said society, which we do by these presents, and henceforth 
for ever we forbid, annul, and abolish it in all our territories and 
districts, to all persons that now are, or shall hereafter come 
into our dominions ; and, we do in the first place, ordain and 
decree, that all those, our citizens and subjects, who are actually 
known to be Free masons, shall be obliged immediately to 
abjure, by oath, the engagements they have taken in the said 
society, before the bailiff or «fficer of the district where they 
live, without delay. And as to our citizens and subjects who 
actually are Free masons, and not publicly known to be such, 
and who, nevertheless, at present reside in our dominions, or 
may hereafter come under our obedience ; our sovereign will 
and pleasure is, that those who shall be found in our dominions, 
shall be bound to renounce their obligation in the space of one 
month from the date hereof; and those who are absent, must 
submit t» the same terms, to be reckoned from the day of their 
return ; not only to accuse themselves, but to abjure and re- 
nounce their engagements; those who present themselves in 
our capital city, to the reigning advoyer, and in other cities, oF 
in the country, to the bailiff of the place ; and from thence they 
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shall receive assurances of safety to their persons, if they abjure 
ind renounce their obligations without delay, in the same form 
is all other masons are obliged to do. 

Upon failure in any part hereof they shall all undergo the 
punishment hereafter declared. But to the end that no person 
shall dare for the time to come to entice, tempt, solicit, or be so 
enticed, tempted, ‘or -olicited to engage him or theinselves into 
this same soctety of Free masons, we have thought fit to ordain 
as follows :— 

That all those masons who shall hold their assemblies in our 
domimons, or who shall entice, tempt, or solicit others into their 
assemblies or associations, as well as all our citizens and sub- 
jects in our domimons, and elsewhere, as also those who have 
been set at liberty, shall, for the future, frequent such assemblies, 
they shall all, and every one of them be subject to the fine of 
one hundred crowns, without remission ; and, likewise, be de- 
prived of whatever place, trust, benefit, or employment he shall 
now hold; and, if they have no present employment or office, 
shall be rendered incapable of holding any such for the time to 
come. 

And touching the place or lodge. where this kind of assembly 
i3 held for the future, the person or persons who shall let or 
furnish them with a house, room, or place for the holding of 
such lodge, shall be subject to the same fine of one hundred 
crowns; one-third of which to the informer. one-third to the 
bailiff of the place, and one-third to the hospitals, or fund of 
the poor where such assembly shall be held. Let it be well 
understood, that all offenders that shall leave our dominions. in 
order to satisfy the payment of the said fine, shall be banished 
from our domions for ever. or till they shall have paid the said 
fine ; and shall not return again, until they have paid it. on pain 
of death. We moreover reserve, at pleasure, to punish with 
more or less rigour. according to the case of the person so 
rendering himself up to our sovereign pleasure, or those who, 
notwithstanding their abjuration, shal have again entered into 
the society, or frequent any of their assemblies. 

We do finally ordain and command, that all our bailiffs and 
ministers of justice do cause these presents to be published in 
all churches, and to be fixed up in the accustomed places, and 
to see that these, our orders, are strictly and faithfully executed. 

Given in our Great Councii, 
the 3d of March, 1745. 


The distrust with which Freemasonry was first received 
in Holland, France Italy, and Switzerland, is in singular 
contrast with the present supineness of those nations, under 
its mystic sway. <A. D. 1735 to 1745, they first learned 
that a secret society, called Freemasons, was daily spread- 
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ing in all their dominions, and that the members of the 
society are received under solemn engagements, and even 
by oath. The prospect alarmed them ; the consequences 
of neglect to stop the society, might be dangerous to the 
state ; and, therefore, they deemed it absolutely necessary 
to dissolve and totally abolish the secret order, in all their 
dominions; and to require every Freemason, by oath, to 
abjure his obligations to the fraternity without delay. 
They charged tem with no breach of the laws; they ex- 
pressly declared, in Holland, that they had not discovered 
any thing in the behaviour of the Fraternity, contrary to 
the peace of the Republic, or to the duty of good subjects; 
nevertheless, they were determined to prevent any bad 
consequences, by entirely abolishing the order, They saw 
that, under the pretence of inviolable secrets, the fraternity 
may cover designs dangerous to the State; and they did 
not hesitate absolutely to require, by law, the members 
to abjure the order, and its obligations, with an oath. 

At that time, Freemasonry was under age; and its ma- 
lice was not exhibited by any overt act. Now it has grown 
old in folly and transgression ; it has wrought mischief in 
Spain, Portugal, Russia, France, Germany, and Holland; 
now it is restrained for crime, by law, in Great Britain ; 
and it convulses both Mexico and the United States of 
North America; yet men are persuaded to think it a harm- 
less institution. We give it legislative charters, exempt, in 
some states, its property from taxation, honour its ridicu- 
lous beings with republican offices, and admit its profane 
High Priests into the sacred desk. Many think it mad- 
ness for us, who have seen the character of Freemasonry 
unveiled by Voltaire, Marat, and Robespierre, and have 
seized the Fraternity in the very act of war upon this re- 
public, by the violent seizure and cruel murder of William 
Morgan,—to speak of Freemasonry, and to denounce it, 
and to require its members to renounce it, in the language 
of the edicts of European governments a hundred years 
ago. ‘The fraternity charitably suppose, that the old spirit 
of witchcraft has seized upon the keenest intellects of the 
state of New York, for enacting in solemn conventions, 
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after the experience of Freemasonry nearly a century, the 
very decree which the republics of Holland and Switzer- 
land, in prospect of danger, znacted against the fraternity 
Anno Domini 1735, and °45. 

Freemasonry is, by nature, hostile to truth, and to good 
government. In our efforts to destroy it, we are adopting 
the arguments of European republics, in the middle of the 
last century. It remains to be seen, whether our crafty 
foe will escape the decisions of the ballot-box, as it did the 
edicts of Holland, France, and Switzerland; whether it 
will survive the sharp lightnings of a democratic election, 
better than the thunders of the Vatican. 


AnTimasonitc CONVENTION OF THE STATE OF Con- 
NEcCTICUT, HELD AT Haxrrorp, Fes. 3, 1830. 


Tris Convention was attended by delegates from every 
county in the state. The whole number present, was one 
hundred and twenty-eight ; men who would not suffer by 
a comparison, in respectability and weight of character, 
with the Grand Lodge of the state, save only the Right 
Worshipful titles of the fraternity. They were men of 
independent minds, and of independent property, able to 
confront Freemasonry before the world, in open day, at 
their own charges; men who were willing to come from 
the most distant parts of the state, in the dead of winter, 
voluntarily leaving their families and their business, for a 
season, to form an array against the Order, whose obliga- 
tions are indifferent to “ right or wrong,” for the advan- 
tage of a brother mason. They were men, from him that 
graced the President’s chair, to him that occupied the 
lowest seat, not inferior to the House of Representatives 
of that ancient commonwealth; men of years, suitable 
for counsel; men of experienced judgment, of caim de- 
cision, of firm purpose, and true Antimasons. 

They came to order by the call of Dr. Leonard Bacon. 
at ten o’clock A.M.. and appointed the Honorable Na 
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thamiel ‘Verry, President; Colonel Calvin Barber, and 
General Stephen I’. Palmer, Vice Presidents ; and J. W. 
Edwards, Esq., Zalmon Storrs Esq., and J. Nichols, Esq. 
Secretaries. 

The business of the Convention was distributed by a 
committee for that purpose :—of which N. D. Strong, 
was Chairman. ‘The committees were nominated in the 


afternoon, and a spirited discussion was commenced, upon 


the broad ground of opposition to all the engines and 
works of darkness. During the second day, the several 
committees offered their reports. ‘These were calm, sta- 
tistical, and logical; they are documents worthy of the 
land of steady habits, of free schools, and of strict prin- 
ciples. With the spear of Jthuriel, they touch the insidi- 
ous reptile, * squat like a toad,” in the lodge-rooms of 
Christendom. 

-—— ———_————- * Up he starts, 

Discovered and surprised. As when a spark 

Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 

Vit for the tun, some magazine to store 

Against a rumored war, the smutty grain, 

With sudden blaze diffused, inflames the air : 

So started up, in his own shape, the Fiend.” 

Milton, Book lV. 

Conventions of Free men are a weapon of that temper, 
which masonic hypocrisy cannot withstand : the falsehood 
cannot endure it; 

** Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate destres 

Blown up with high conceits, engendering pride,” 
are humbled by its touch, and are prostrated by its 
power. 

The list of delegates to the National Convention, was 
tilled with eight substantial names, (the full quota of Con- 
necticut,) sustained by eight more, in case of any failure, 
to act as substitutes. This doubling of the files, strength- 
ens our array, and encourages for the battle; it provides 
against casualties, and secures the attendance of a full 
delegation, sent by the strong arm of the state, rather 
than by the active hand of a committee. 
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The report of the committee, upon state nominations, 
in favor of making them Antimasonic, was accepted ; and 
the Convention went into a committee of the whole, to 
fill up the list of candidates. The present incumbents 
are not masons, except only the Lieutenant Governor ; 
neither are they Jacks, who tamely bear the sack of Free- 
masonry, careless of the principles it contains. They 
were nominated for re-election, and, in the place of the 
Lieutenant Governor, a gentleman was nominated, also, 
independent of tssonic obligations. He is, moreover, 
said to be a friend to the present national administration, 
which we notice, as the strongest proof of our impar- 
tiality toward all parties, seeking those only who will best 
serve to rid the country of treasonable Freemasonry. 

Antimasonry does not shun any thing but evil; it rather 
seeks the field of politics. Who shall question its right’ 
Who shall block up its way’ When it comes into the 
field, if it play not fair, Freemasonry has argus eyes to 
spy out the fault, and “the universal language of ma- 
sons,’ in which to publish it. In the art of discovering 
new arts, fortunetelling, “* wunder werkynge,” and magic, 
the Order possess resources most available to nocturnal 
politicians, and invincible to a dishonest party. No vil- 
lain, in politics, can hope to make head against such fear- 
ful odds of depravity. 

Virtue alone is really opposed to iniquity; self-seeking 
rather falls in with it. If an unprincipled man should 
contend with Freemasonry, he must be a desperate knave 
to flatter himself with success, by any other than just mea- 
sures, against a completely organized system of iniquity. 

A base man would be destitute of subtilty, to array him- 
self, in a party, against his brethren,—the men who are 
sworn under penalty of death, never to “ speak evil of a 
brother before his face, or behind his back,” making excep- 
tion in favor of neither larceny, burglary, adultery, mal- 
feasance in office, treason, nor murder ! 

Antimasonry asks no favors of her enemy ; and, least of 
all, the use of her choicest weapons. We can have no 
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good grouud of hope to succeed against Freemasonry, by 
any trick, or small art. Long experience, perfect tact, 
and rigorous discipline, give to the MYsTERY an advantage 
in the use of the weapons of sin, which it would be fool- 
hardiness in a young party, to brave with the same armor. 
As well might a ploughman challenge a duellist to pistol 
fight ; as well might a backwoodsman of America, take 
a round at short swords with an Italian. Antimagonry is 
uot so simple as this: she is young, to be sure, and has 
both the innocence, and the inexperience of youth ; but 
mother wit and virgin purity, alike, forbid her tampering 
with truth. To play at brag with the old gamester, who 
parades in aprons on the 24th of June, in honor of our 
Most Worshipful brother, St. John, would be madness ; 
and to attempt to trump with a higher falsehood, than 
that whica requires of a man nothing counter to his civil 
and religious duty, and then, word by word, makes him 
solemnly and sincerely swear his life away, should he ever 
wilfully disobey a constitution and by-laws, which have 
never been shown to him; should he fail to relieve a bro- 
ther in difficulty, right or wrong, or to keep his secret, 
be the nature of that secret, what it may ; or should he even 
fail to warn him of any attempt to cheat him out of the 
value of one cent! 

Antimasonry seeks the arena of politics. Political Anti- 
masonry, coming from the great lakes, to grapple with the 
gigantic offspring of London corruption, asks no leave, 
constitutionally, to level the lodge-room with the earth, to 
set up a gallows of the timbers, and to hang the impostor 
in his own cable tow.— When the knot pinches, the traitor 
cries out. 

Antimasonry uses politics, as Christianity used miracles, 
not to make converts, but to gain attention. The glor'- 
ous exhibition of divine power in curing the halt, the 
maimed, and the blind, in stilling the tempest, and raising 
the dead, were not the end of our Lord’s mission; but 
they were the means made use of by infinite wisdom, to 
induce busy men to study his character. and to keep his 
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commandments. It was Simon Magus, who became con- 
verted by miracles alone; and it is remarkable, that the 
multitudes who had witnessed the feeding and healing 
of thousands, but who had not taken heed to the sermon 
on the mount, were swift to join in the shedding of inno- 
cent blood ; while thousands afterward, imbued with the 
doctrine of the cross, laid down their lives in martyrdom. 

He that becomes antimason, for the sake of politics, is a 
Simon Magus ; but he, who, in admiration of its political 
sway, examines its doctrines, will suffer martyrdom sooner 
than abandon its principles. If the people shout the 
praises of Antimasonry, only for the power it displays, 
wo to the party. Power it has: but power is a slippery 
tie to hold together the throng of a great people; it 
has in itself a repulsive property, dangerous to its own 
existence in a republican government ; breaches occur, 
opposition arises, and the party, by its own force, is sev- 
ered and broken. Principle alone can be relied upon ; 
thoroughly imbued, and intimately incorporated jealousy 
of all secret combinations, whether they conceal, or exalt 
themselves. This principle, political Antimasonry in- 
duces men to study; it brings home to the voters of our 
country, the question of the tendency of secret societies : 
and when that question is understandingly )ut, they will 
decide against the mystic brotherhoods of every name, with 
overwhelming majorities. 

All men in this country are political. Any thing con- 
nected with politics, will be generally canvassed. If it be 
dangerous to our free institutions, the reprobation of a 
free people will be stamped upon it; but if it be good, it 
will outlive its foes, We are willing to submit Freema- 
sonry to this ordeal ; if it abide the trial, well; otherwise, 
let it perish, 

The wonderful vigor of the cause in the political world. 
is the best hope of those who aim at the destruction of 
Freemasonry. The array of votes is sufficient to stop the 
mouth of falsehood; but any thing short of the official 
returns, does not prevent honorable and intelligent guar- 
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ans of the public, from announcing the entire compo- 
sure of the public mind, upon this irritating subject. In 
deed, the official returns do not prevent the acting governor 
of New York from commencing his annual message to the 
legislature, with an assurance, that “such feelings, (hosti- 
lity to masonry,) cannot long exist beyond the limits of 
their proper sphere of action; and it ts a source of gratifi- 
cation, that, in this instance, they give evidence of speedily 
subsiding into their natural and healthful channel.” The 
limit of the Antimasonic sphere is sociaL DIsCiPLINE, ac- 
cording to that message; and the political discipline, 
which returns thirty members to the assembly of New 
York, in 18.0, where it returned fifteen in 1829, is not 
healthful, but subsiding. ‘The governor was napping, 
when he wrote that paragraph, or the preparation of it 
cost him abundance of trouble, and his wishes mastered 
his judgment, so far as to make him publish, officially, 
a most glaring error against truth, and antimasonry. 
Every man who reads the newspapers, even the Argus 
and the Enquirer, must see, that antimasonry is overflow- 
ing. on every side, those limits, which the governor has 
fixed for the natural boundary; and it is by pointing to 
the votes, officially recorded, and visible to every eye, that 
we are able to withstand the torrent of masonic hypocrisy 
and lies. 

At the polls, antimasonry feels its strength, and it re- 
joices. If any join it merely for its political sway, they 
are despicable ; but, if any, seeing its victories in New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Vermont, fail to acquaint them- 
selves with the cause of its great power, and to adopt its 
maxims, they are neither politically wise, nor fearlessly 
partiotic, 

The display of miraculous power in raising |.azarus, did 
not convert the Jews; and the astonishing vote of 51,000, 
for antimasonry in Pennsylvania, will not make a single 
freemason renounce : it is not expected; but if men, in 
their senses, can behold these things, and fail seriously to 
inquire what they mean, they are faithless to themselves, 
and to their generation, and to posterity. 
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REPORT of Joun C. Spencer, the special Counsel, ou 
the abduction of William Morgan, made to the Legis- 
lature of New York, at their present session, 


Tus elaborate document, contains the most ample, 
ininute, and circumstantial account of the Morgan out- 
rage, which has been presented to the public. It com- 
mences with the first steps taken by I’reemasons to sup- 
press C aptain Morgan’s book, imprisoning him, and rifling 
lis house, under pretence of searching for goods, 19th 
August, 1826; gathering in large bands from Buffalo. Ro- 
chester, Canandaigua, and Batavia. to take, by force, on 
the Sth September. the papers which they had not been 
able to take by fraud, on the 19th of August ; seizing him 
by an abuse of civil process on the Mth ; committing him 
to jail at Canandaigua, by a fresh abuse of the civil autho- 
rity; enticing him out of prison, under pretence of friend- 
ship, on the evening of the 12th, and bearing him to fort 
Niagara, to Canada, and back to the fort again; where 
they left him in a situation, which made them ‘fear that his 
floating carcass might bring al! their wickedness to light. 

This is the outline of facts in the official re port, more 
complete and fearful in every point. except one, than that 
first issued by the memorable and faithful Lewiston Com- 
mittee ; corroborating every important position taken by 
that Committee, the attempt to burn the printing office on 
the 10th September, alone excepted ; and, respecting that 
violence, it is silent. It declares, that— 


«« From the members of the masonic fraternity, who still adhere 
to it, and who consider themselves included in the warfare, of 
which an account has been given, no assistance whatever, has 
been received, although the occasions demanding it have been 
frequent. With but few exceptions, witnesses who still belonged 
to the institution, have been reluctant in their attendance at 
court, and apparently indisposed to testify Difficulties which 
never occurred in any other prosecution, have been met at every 
step Witnesses have been secrete ‘d, they have been sent off 
into Canada, and into different states of the Union. They have 
been apprized of process being issued to compel their attendance, 
and have been thereby enabled to evade its service. In one in- 
stance, after a party implicated had been arrested, and brought 
into this state, he was decoyed from the custody of the individual 
having him in charge. and finally escaped. These occurrences 
have been so numerous and various, as to forbid the belief that 
they are the result of individual effort alone, and they have 
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evinced the concert of so many agents, as to indicate an exten 
sive combination to screen from punishment those ch: arged with 
a participation in the offences upon William Morgan.’ 


In all matters of fact, the report is an able vindication of 
the character of Autimasonry, drawn by the hand of an 
honorable man, and an upright officer. But in one point 
of opinion, the special counsel does less than justice to our 
cause. We will not fall out with him for this: we rather 
give him praise, that he has with great impartiality, fur 
nished the facts whict: will enable every citizen to form a 
correct opinion for himself—and if the jury of the country 
render a verdict for political Antimasonry, contrary to the 
plea of the special counsel, that verdict will do him no in- 
justice, seeing that he is in the employ of the opposite po- 
litical party. 

The special counse! makes honorable mention of the 
almost unwersal indignation of the citizens near the scene of 
these outrages ; but “ some of the committees,” he adds, 
“ have employed themselves in piverTING the public senti- 
ment, to the formation of a political party, which avows 
as its object, the entire overthrow of the Masonic Institu- 
tion.” With deference, we suggest a re-consideration ot 
that word, “ diverting ;”* to our candid judgment, the com- 
mittees have FOLLOWED public sentiment, in forming a party 
to overthrow the masonic institution. ‘The result of the 
elections in all the region of the outrages detailed in the 
report, triumphantly prove it: the independent testimony 
of thousands in this, and the neighboring states, confirms 
it; the intelligent yeomanry of America, tasting the bitter 
fruits of that tree, whose planting filled the governments of 
Europe with alarm, publicly resolve to use all constitutional 
means for extirpating it; the committees of our country- 
men, suffering under the scorpion sting of Freemasonry, 
adopt measures to destroy the full grown reptile, which 
were adopted 100 years ago by the republics of Holland 
and Switzerland, to crush the new laid egg. This is not 
diverting public sentiment to unhallowed purposes : it is 
the exercise of a sound discretion, approved by justice and 
welcomed by our country. 





